[image: C:\Users\DR LPM\Desktop\00.jpg][image: C:\Users\DR LPM\Desktop\01.jpg]
image1.jpeg
National Conference on Hill Agriculture In Perspective, Feb. 26-28, 2016, GBPUAT, Pantnagar

LI-46
Pantja goats, the Pride of Uttarakhand: An Overview
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Goatsare the backbone of rural economy of arid, semi-arid and hilly regions of the country
and popularly known as "ATM” in two ways; any time money and any time milk. India is home to
135.17 million goats with 24 recognized breeds. Goats share about 26.4% of livestock
population of India with an overall growth rate 0f 3.05% during 1951-2012, the highestamong
all ruminants and ranked 1" in the world. India produced 5180 TMT ofgoat milk, 914.13 TMT of
chevon and 163 TMT of goat skins which make 27.18% of the milk, 11.34% of the meat and
13.02% of fresh skins of the world production. Uttarakhand has 13.65 lakh goats which is about
1.01% of the country's goat population. Though there is marginal increase in the population
contribution over previous census (0.95%), the goat keepers in the state are still poor. Pantjais
a newly registered goat breed of Tarai region of Uttrakhand (accession no.
INDIA_GOAT _2420_PANTJA_06024), which is mainly reared for meat and milk purpose by the
farmers of this region. The breed derived its name from its native area of Pantnagar. They are
recognized for similarity with deer in their morphological characteristics. Pantja are medium
sized goats having brown red dorsal coat colour with black back line and lighter ventral surface.
There is presence of white streak on either side of the face. These characteristics passes from
one generation to next. These goats are commonly found in hot and humid climate (Tarai
region) of Uttarakhand and adjoining district of Uttar Pradesh, and are well adapted to local
climatic conditions of this region and resistant to many of the diseases as compared to other
goats. As perthelatestsurvey of the Pantja's native tract, it was observed that there wasan edge
of male literacy (56.28%) over female (21.2 1%) goat owners irrespective of their caste.
Majority of goat keepers (39.25%) followed agriculture and labour as their primary profession
while others depended on agriculture and animal husbandry (21.51%), on animal husbandry
alone (15.09%). Only 0.38% goat keepers depended on agriculture alone as most of goat
keepers were landless. Goat owners preferred to live as joint family (64.91%) with little
variation between SC, OBC and general castes. Further, majority of them (44.53%) lived in
thatched houses, followed by pucca (38.11%) and mixed (17.36 %) house and were engaged in
different occupations for livelihood as land holding was very less. Most of the goat keepers were
ingrossincome limitofabove Rs. 50,000 per annum (54.34%), which included the income from
animals' sale as well as from other sources like service, agricultural labour, little grocery shop,
etc. However, a large group (45.66%) still lived under the strata of less than Rs.50,000 per
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annum, It was also observed that maximum farmers having Pantja goats were those from
general category (57.32%), followed by OBC (24.4%) who maintained their flock within shed
(55.47%) with kaccha floor (80.75%) and temporary roof (80.75%) during night and allowed
grazing from morning to evening, Majority of goat keepers (93.96%) used community land for
grazing of goats in the surveyed area. Very few goat keepers (4.15%) had their own land. The
grazing area available to animals in different field units were community land, space near to
roads, other farmers' field and forest areas. Stall feeding was very rare (1.89%). They did not
provide manger (82.26%) but provided concentrate (49.05%) from home available
ingredients. Women were mainly involved in milking, feeding and care of young as well as sick
animals, while men were involved in sale of animals and grazing irrespective of caste category.
Pantja buckling was being castrated at very early age (within first fortnight) for delicious meat.

The average body weight, body height, body length, chest girth, paunch girth, ear length
and ear width in Pantja goats wereat birthand inadults (13-15 months ofage) were recordedas
2.6 £0.3 kg, 27310, 29.6+1.1, 31.420.5, 32.620.9, 10.50.3, 4.4+0.1cm and 28.9+3.1 kg,
68.3+1.8,68.1£1.6,71.2¢2.2, 77.143.1,17.6£0.8and 7.9:0.8cm, respectively. The overall age at
first kidding, service period, dry period, lactation length and kidding interval in Pantja goats
were 430.67£5.76, 16697 + 152, 167.34 £ 2.27, 141.89 + 1.93 and 309.01 + 2.33 days,
respectively. The breeding season was mainly summer whereas kidding season was mainly
rainy. The Pantja breed has an immense production potential however, their maximum
potential has not been realized due to subsistence production system. The maximum
production potential can be achieved by following the improved husbandry practices, which
will not only improve the productive and reproductive performance of goats but also increase
the socio-economic conditions ofthe goat rearers. Looking to the prospects of this goat breed ar
All India Co-ordinated research project on Goats has been sanctioned to G.B. Pant University of
Agriculture & Technology. Pantnagar during 2014.
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Indian agriculture is an economic symbiosis of crop and livestock production.
concepts associated with integrated farming system are practiced by most of the fa

worldwide. A common characteristic of these systems 1S that they invariably have





